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 The Blether 
The Scottish Society of Jerseyõs Newsletter for ôScots on the Rockõ. 

Mrs Patrina Gray tells us how the ladies 
do Burns! As you may be aware the gentlemen 

of the Scottish Society have for many ye ars held 
a Burns Stag Supper and so this year the ladies 
of the committee decided to follow suit ð a 
Burns supper but with a feminine touch!  
La Petite Pomme dining room at the Pomme 
DõOr Hotel was the venue chosen for our first 
Lassies do Burns event. So on Saturday the 27th 
of February a bevy of glamorous ladies 
gathered. Our evening was hosted by our very 
own Daphne Robertson, who did a wonderful 
job. The haggis was piped in by two gorgeous 
pipers Mikela Cowan and Georgina Allan (known 
as Mike and Gregor in their day jobs!) and the 
haggis was eloquently addressed by our òhaggis 
addresseró Carolyn Cowan. Elaine Ellis said the 
Selkirk Grace and the feast began!  
After a lovely dinner we were entertained by 
two very talented young dancers from the Mary 
Walledge Highland Dancers, Zoë Harris dancing 
the sword dance and Grace Allan dancing the 
Highland Fling. Our after dinner speaker was 
Claire Allan who gave a very amusing speech 
about our men, from the very young to the not 
so young mentioning many of their lit tle foibles 
ð bless them! Our next entertainment was a 
reading of humorous poetry in the style of Burns 
read in excellent Scottish dialect by Rena 
Menzies. 
To round the evening off we had a lovely 
performance from Leila Begg of the Progressive 
School of Music who sang a selection of love 
songs. Leila even persuaded our Daphne to sing ð 
fantastic!  
A raffle was held and we raised the sum of £140 
which the committee of the Scottish Society has 
agreed to match. We will be presenting a 
cheque for £280 to the Womanõs Refuge. We 
have also donated £100 to the Teenage Cancer 
Trust. These were our two chosen charities for 
the evening.  
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Our thanks to all of our guests who performed           
and to all of our glamorous ladies who     
attended. Thanks to the chef at the Pomme DõOr 
who provided a lovel y meal (the shortbread and 
tablet were very good!) I think all who attended 
were well entertained at this fun and relaxed 
evening. Hopefully the Lassies night will become 
a fixture in the Scottish Society calendar; I have 
already taken a booking for next y earõs event!  
My thanks to my fellow committee members 
Wilma, Daphne and June for all of their hard 
work.  
 

 

 Ladies enjoying a glass of fizz at the Burnsõ Evening  
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 News and Updates 

Mr. Vice President, David Reid reveals 

allé ñWith joy we assemble to hail the great dayò, our 

gentlemenôs supper got off to an encouraging start with the 
timely arrival of our esteemed guests.  
 
Dressed in their finery they were indeed a sight to behold 
and after drinks and some general óchit chat aboot the 
weatherô, we took our places and awaited the arrival of our 
Vice President Mr. Dave Reid and his guests at the top 
table, ably piped in by former Pipe Sergeant Mr. Jim 
McGovern.  
 
The eveningôs entertainment was launched into action by 
Miss. Leanne Reed who gave us a wonderful performance 
of óThe Flowers of Edinburghô followed by a beautiful 
rendition of the óThe Blue Bonnetsô by Miss Hanna  
Lawson, both students of Mary Walledgeôs  
dance academy. 
 
To follow, the guests were given a warm welcome 
 by our Vice President óhis finely-chiseled features 
 glinting in the reflection from the disco ballô;  
before that well heeled raconteur Mr. Iain Blair óset aboot 
the haggisô with his usual aplomb. Once he had skillfully 
diced the aforementioned óhaggisô we devoured it; along 
with a very well put together steak pie.  
 
With dinner complete, we sat back óswelled like drumsô to 
enjoy a sprinkling of tunes on the pipes, from Ex Pipe Major 
Mr. Iain Macleod, which led us neatly on to the next 
speaker. Traditionally the Immortal Memory is a well 
structured speech and Mr. Ken Brawleyôs captivating 
delivery was as informative as it was inspiring; and not too 
long either!  
 
It was my intention this year to intersperse the speeches 
with a musical interlude, which began with the lovely Mrs. 
Daphne Robertson whose sweet voice and clever selection 
of songs had her audience singing an accompaniment in 
moments. 
 
This year, our guests were warmly welcomed on behalf of 
the society by Mr. Alan Blair who, like his brother before 
him, is a natural and equally well heeled public speaker 
who captivated our small audience from the moment he 
began his entertaining speech.  

 

Once completed, the welcome to our guests was followed 
by a lively performance of fiddle music by Mr. William 
Peggie, who also took the time to accompany Daphne for 
an impromptu ógigô, in true óCeilidhô style. 
 
The response from the guests was delivered with panache 
by our own Mr. Graeme Robertson who managed to 
encourage more than a few giggles from our well seasoned 
gathering, before the evening was rounded off with an 
engaging dialogue from Mr. Alex Burnett, which had 
everyone sniggering like bairns. 
 
In short, the evening was well attended and great fun, it 
reminded us all of the spirit of Scottish-ness through word, 
music and song; with a sprinkling of óthe auld stuffô laid on 
for good measure. 
 

Finally, I would like to offer my very sincere 
thanks to all who supported the evening by 
speaking, singing, dancing, playing and 
attending; we have a great deal of talent 
within the Scottish community of Jersey; 
and, I would offer my commiserations to 
those who wanted to attend but could not, 
see you next timeé  

 

óOur Vice President óhis 
finely-chiseled features 
glinting in the reflection 

from the disco ballô 
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 Forthcoming Events 

Date: Thursday 10th June, 2010 

Venue: The Mayfair Hotel 

Time: 7:30pm  
 

Forthcoming Events 

Hello All,  
 
The summer is fast approaching and we have already had 
a busy first quarter of 2010 with the formal 250th 
Celebratory Burns Dinner, Ladies Dinner Night and 
Gentlemenõs Supper well attended and a great success, 
thank you for your continued support. 
 
Formality aside, the time is ripe for a summer Ceilidh; 
traditionally the opportunity to bring our families together 
for an informal evening of light Scottish music, dancing, 
eating and drinking.  
 
In short, the perfect opportunity to introduce our young folk 
to the lighter side of Scottish culture. 
 

Date: Saturday 17th July, 2010 
Venue: Devils Hole, St John 
Time: 7:30pm until late 
Tickets: £12.50 for adults, £7.50 for kids  
 
Applications for tickets should be made by post (including a 
Stamped Addressed Envelope) to the address below. 
Dress for the evening is casual jeans or trousers or kilt and 
open necked shirts. 
 
Finally, your support is vital if the society is to continue to 
prosper, so put the date in your diary and bring the family 
along. 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Mr David Reid 
Vice President 
  
 

Summer Ceilidh Ticket Application Form  
 
I would like _____ tickets for the Summer Ceilidh. 
______ adultõs tickets at Ã12.50 
______ childrenõs tickets at Ã7.50 
 
I enclose a cheque for _________ payable to The Scottish Society of Jersey. 
I have enclosed a stamped addressed envelope so my tickets can be sent  
to me.  Many thanks, 
Send to: Mr Dave Reid, Le Cerisier, Rue de la Ville au Neveu, St Ouen,  
 JE3 2DU.  Tel: 484073 
__________________________  

CLIC (cancer and leukaemia in childhood) and Sargent 
Cancer Care for Children merged in January 2005 to 
become Britain's leading children's cancer charity. The 
Jersey Branch of Clic Sargent helps local children and 
teenagers with cancer, and their families, by providing 
financial, emotional and liaison support. Funds raised 
in Jersey are kept in JERSEY. Clic Sargent jersey helps 
children and young people up to the age of 21, and is 
currently helping ten families on the island, we receive 
no public funding, and are entirely dependent on 
private donations. Because our work is confidential we 
do not contact families directly, they are referred if 
they wish by paediatricians at the hospital here, Social 
workers in Southampton or Great Ormond Street or by 
other local agencies.  

Anyone wishing to contact us directly for assistance 
can call 865932.  
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Dear Fellow Members, 

 

Well, what a fantastic few months for the 

Society with the Burnsõ Events. The Ladies 

event was a complete success, hopefully it will  be 

a regular on our calendars in the future; the news 

from the men folk was hazy yet also praised the 

Gentlemanõs supper!  

We have a few events in the pipeline; The 

Summer wouldnõt be the same without our 

Summer Family Ceilidh, which is a must this 

July and then later in the year we shall be 

dusting off our evening wear for St Andrewõs 

Night.  

The Committee are working hard to keep the 

calendar full and are also looking for new 

committee members to join the ranks, so if you 

would like to become involved then weõd love to 

hear from you.  

Other News from the Society, weõd like to 

welcome a new member, Stuart Nimo to our 

society and also would like to send our 

congratulations to our past president, Elenor 

Bouchet and her husband Damian, who 

welcomed baby Junot to the world on May 10th.  

Perhaps a future Society goer?!  

Well, thatõs all from the editing room here at 

The Blether. Many thanks and hopefully see you 

at an event soon. 
 

Claire Allan 
 

 

Only two people in the world know the secret formula to 

Irn Bru. Mr Barr; ex chairman of the group and an 

unnamed other. They are not allowed to fly in the same 

plane together and have only one written copy, kept in a 

bank vault. The recipe has remained the same since 

1901!  

The Jersey Petanque Association has invited 
teams from Scotland and Ireland to come to 
Jersey to play an International competition. 
This will take place over the weekend of 26th 
and 27th June at the Weighbridge Gardens 
and the teams of 12 will play a triples 
competition against each other and two Jersey 
teams. As there will be some very experienced 
players visiting the Island there should be some 
excellent skills on show and prove a challenge 
for the Jersey teams! If you would like more 
information and/or would like to be involved 
in any way with the event, please let 
Chairman Ken le Brun know at the Jersey 
Petanque Association.  

 

News from the Music Rooms of the Pipe Band: 
 

The Pipe Band will be performing at Howard 
Davis Park  at 8pm  throughout the summer to 
promote Scottish Culture and showcase their new 
tunes, why not pop along and show our chaps some 
support?  

Tuesday 13th  July  
Tuesday 3rd August  
Tuesday 10th  August  


